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Oct. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

finish the job so more Americans can start to
work.

My administration has helped create more
than 19 million new jobs in the last 61⁄2 years,
and unemployment is at a 29-year low. Yet al-
most three out of four Americans with severe
disabilities who want to work are not working.
Since taking office, I have made empowering
and promoting the independence of people with
disabilities a priority. Central to this effort is
taking down barriers to work for people with
disabilities. One of the biggest barriers these
Americans face is the fear of losing their health
insurance when they get a job. Under current
law, many people with disabilities cannot work
and keep their Medicaid or Medicare coverage,
creating a tremendous disincentive to work.

The work incentives improvement act would
help ensure that people with disabilities do not
lose their health care when they gain a job.
It would give workers with disabilities the option
to buy into Medicaid and would extend Medi-
care coverage for people with disabilities who

return to work. The work incentives improve-
ment act also modernizes the vocational rehabili-
tation system by creating a ‘‘ticket’’ that enables
an SSI or SSDI beneficiary to go to either a
public or private provider of vocational rehabili-
tation.

In my State of the Union Address 9 months
ago, I urged the Congress to make this historic
legislation a top priority, and I fully funded it
in the budget I sent to Congress. Like the
House, the Senate has overwhelmingly passed
the work incentives improvement act, thanks to
the leadership of Senators Jeffords, Kennedy,
Roth, and Moynihan. The bill that passed today
has flaws. These include limitations on the
health options and inadequate and problematic
financing provisions, particularly one affecting
student loans. I urge the Congress to address
these issues this year and send me this legisla-
tion. Americans with disabilities who want to
work should not have to wait any longer for
that opportunity.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 19, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to sig-
nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 1999.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on October 21, 1995, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,

and economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm in
the United States and abroad. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain in force the broad authorities necessary to
maintain economic pressure on significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia by block-
ing their property subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States and by depriving them of ac-
cess to the United States market and financial
system.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

October 19, 1999.

NOTE: The notice of October 19 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of the volume.
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